
Not Just Books:
Libraries Connect Visitors to Services, Opportunities
Libraries provide essential resources that connect children, families, and 
educators, strengthening development and community ties. Through literacy 
programs, resource-sharing, and community events, libraries foster 
collaboration, supporting youth growth, school readiness, and overall wellness. 
Thriving, resilient communities, where children reach their full potential, depend 
upon the village. 



DML OVERVIEW



COME VISIT!

• Group work spaces and meeting rooms

• Open Wifi/Laptop lending

• Recording and editing spaces

• Food and drink welcome

• Rotating exhibits

Mon, Tues, Thurs:  
9:30am-8:30pm 
Weds, Fri, Sat:  

9:30-6:00pm



www.daytonmetrolibrary.org

✔ Books

✔ Magazines

✔ Newspapers

✔ Music

✔ Movies

✔ Comics, Graphic 
Novels, Manga

✔ DAI Passes

✔ Rokus

Check it out!

https://dayton.bibliocommons.com/


LET US COME TO YOU!

• Class visits
o Storytime, Library Cards, and more!

• Co-Run Kit or Programming Activities: STEM,   
Bookish Crafts (good for 'Meet Your Librarian")

• Book Talks/ Book Tastings w/mobile check-out
• Book Clubs : Lunch or After School
• Class Instruction
o How to Research
o Information Literacy/Fight Fake News

• Specific Database Instruction
o To students or teachers



Educator Services

• Educator Cards: 99 items, 6 weeks

• Assignment Alerts

• Booklists

• Bulk e-card creation and Onsite student 
library card creation

• Onsite book check-out

• Tabling at Open Houses/Conferences



LIBRARY DATABASES
https://www.daytonmetrolibrary.org/online-resources/

• Tumblebooks 

• Hoopla

• Comics Plus

• Mango and Transparent 
Languages

• LinkedIn Learning

• HelpNow

https://www.daytonmetrolibrary.org/online-resources/


Library Services-Early Literacy 

• 1000 Books Before 
Kindergarten

• Kindergarten Club

• Storytime

• Play & Learn

• Early Literacy Calendars

• Dial-a-Story

• First Club

https://www.daytonmetrolibrary.org/earlyliteracy/

https://www.daytonmetrolibrary.org/1000Books/



LIBRARY SERVICES-ELEMENTARY AGE AND TEENS

https://www.daytonmetrolibrary.org/homeworkhelp/

• Homework Help Centers
– Trotwood
– West
– Northwest
– Burkhardt

       *No appointment needed

• Family Storytimes
• STEM Programs 
• Art and Craft Programs
• Book Clubs
• Music and Dance Performances
• Contests

• School Visits

https://www.daytonmetrolibrary.org/homeworkhelp/


COMMUNITY WELLNESS
& DML’s Commitment to Serving our Patrons



COMMUNITY WELLNESS AT DML
Specialist Role, Peer Support, Resource Fairs, Community Partners, & Events



WHAT IS IT?
DML is committed to the big picture, a holistic perspective on community wellness

• Combination of conditions and factors that affect the flourishing of 
individuals and the wider community

– Social: Community belonging and trust in others is significantly 
association with mental health outcomes.

– Economic: Impoverished communities at increased risk for mental 
illness, chronic disease, mortality, & lower life expectancy.

– Environmental: Air pollution, proximity to toxic sites, food desserts, 
and built environment all affect health.

– Cultural: Dietary practices and beliefs may increase risks of 
preventable illness.

– Political: Healthcare policies and funding can create disparities in 
access to care. 



SPECIALIST ROLE
1:1 / Group Meetings with Patrons & Community Partners 

• Principles of Mindfulness

• Whole Person Health – Learn how 
we are physical, emotional, mental, 
ethical, and social beings and how 
stress affects our body.

• Resilience Building – Learn about 
self-awareness and regulation, 
building optimism, mental agility, 
strengths of character, and 
connection along with the practical 
skills for achieving these 
competencies in daily life.

• Behavior Change and Goal 
Setting – Understand the stages of 
change, intrinsic motivation, 
self-efficacy and skills life imagery, 
behavior therapy technique, and 
social influences of behavior 
change.





EVENTS & PROGRAMMING
Community Wellness



EVENTS & PROGRAMMING CONT.
Community Wellness



EVENTS & PROGRAMMING CONT.
Community Wellness



PEER SUPPORT
Community Wellness Includes Everyone

• Limited sack lunches for 
those experiencing food 
crisis

• Unhoused patrons can 
receive support connecting 
to housing opportunities

• Patrons can be supported 
and guided into recovery 
programs

• Patrons in need know 
where to go and feel 
comfortable asking for helpBonus – DML has a small clothing closet, and essential items 

are given to those in need. Donation based. 



RESOURCE FAIRS & COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Both Onsite (Opportunity Center) and Local Coordination

• Mini Resource Fair: Connect to Support & Stability

– Join us and get connected with community organizations offering support and services across a 
variety of needs. Vendors may provide assistance with housing, employment, crisis recovery, 
mental health, legal aid, and other vital services. This event is an opportunity to gather 
information, explore resources, and build connections for a stronger future. If you need further 
resource coordination, contact DML’s Community Wellness Specialist!



FOOD PANTRY



WIDER COMMUNITY IMPACT & ENGAGEMENT 
We all serve to strengthen and empower our community. 





EVENTS & PROGRAMMING
Business Support





EVENTS & PROGRAMMING
Career Support





EVENTS & PROGRAMMING
Nonprofit Services





EVENTS & PROGRAMMING
LQBTQIA+



COMMUNITY IMPACT & ENGAGEMENT CONT.
DML is Here to Serve YOU!



WHERE WE OVERLAP
How Our Missions are Aligned!



EMPOWER AND SUPPORT FAMILIES
The Shared Mission is to Ensure Access to Opportunities 

• Promote Self-Advocacy

– Provide Education and Information

• Know resource finding-tools relevant to their needs, and 
encourage them to learn to use them.

– Validate Their Voice

• Kindness and empathy are powerful tools. While you 
may not have all the answers, your support helps them 
feel heard and empowers them to find their own path 
forward.

– Encourage Skill Building

• Communication Skills, Goal Setting, Growth Mindset, 
and Confidence help get out of unfavorable situations.



CAREFUL CONSIDERATIONS
Mindful Approaches for Support 

• Social Determinants of Health (SDOH)

– Conditions like income, education, environment, and 
access to healthcare that impact health outcomes, 
typically assessed through surveys, health screenings, 
and community data.

• Trauma-Informed Care

– Recognizing trauma fosters safety, empowerment, and 
trust, allowing individuals to feel heard and supported.

• Burnout

– Exhaustion from prolonged stress, often experienced by 
parents, caregivers, and community workers fighting for 
resources and managing systemic barriers.



THANK YOU / QUESTIONS

Amber Cristofaro, Early Literacy Coordinator
ACristofaro@daytonmetrolibrary.org

Yasmine Lajimi, Community Wellness Specialist 
YLajimi@daytonmetrolibrary.org

mailto:ACristofaro@daytonmetrolibrary.org
mailto:YLajimi@daytonmetrolibrary.org

